Great Martyr Demetrius
Commemorated October 26

Week at a glance…
Monday

24th

+St. Valentine, Martyr

Tuesday

25th

+ St. Tabitha

Wednesday

26th

+ Great Martyr Demetrius
/ Bible Study @ 7 PM

Thursday

27th

+ St. Prokla, Pilate’s Wife

Friday

28th

+St. Job of Pochaev

Saturday

29th

+ St. Anastasia, Martyr
5 PM Great Vespers

Sunday

30th

Apolytikion (Third Tone)

The world has found in you a great
champion in time of peril, as you
emerged the victor in routing the
barbarians. For as you brought to
naught the boasts of Lyaios,
imparting courage to Nestor in the
stadium, in like manner, holy one,
great Martyr Demetrios, invoke
Christ God for us, that He may
grant us His great mercy.

9 AM Matins/10 AM Divine Liturgy
+Hieromaryr Zenobius & Zenobia
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Romanian Orthodox Episcopate

Orthodox Church in America
Parish Priest
Very Rev. Father Paul Albert
fr.paul@bex.net
419-882-6679 (home)
419-944-3995 (cell)
Priest Emeritus
Very Rev. Fr. Leo Copacia
Deacon
Father Deacon Laike Misikir
Sub-Deacons
Robert Aaron Mitchell,
Andrew Stoiko
Readers
Dean Calvert, Steve Lionas

Altar servers
Henock Misikir, Michael Lionas,
Vinnie Lionas, Zachary Pirrie, Isaac
Youkhanna, Christopher Henry
Sacristan- Robert Vandergriff
Choir Director- Karen Madias
Sunday School Director
Demmy Lionas
Sunday Pre School Teacher
Christine Birac
Parish Council PresidentMyke Jacobs (248) 433-1584
jakesoasis@aol.com

Parish Office
23300 West Davison
Detroit, MI 48223
Tel: 313 533-3437
Fax: 313 533-3529
Parish Website:
www.straphaeldetroit.org

Kontakion (Second Tone)
God, who gave you invincible power and with care kept your city
invulnerable, royally clothed the Church in purple with the streams
of your blood, for you are her strength, O Demetrios

Tone 2

October 23, 2011

Eothinon 8

19th Sunday after Pentecost
Commemorating: Apostle James, brother of the Lord;
Ignatios, patriarch of Constantinople;
James of Borovichi, wonder-worker of Novgorod

Welcome
Thank you for worshiping with us. We welcome all this morning.
Please stay for fellowship after the celebration of the Divine Liturgy.

19th Sunday after Pentecost
Tone 2
Troparion
(for the Resurrection)
When You descended to death, O Life Immortal, You destroyed hell
with the splendor of Your Godhead. And when from the depths You
raised the dead, all the powers of heaven cried out:// “O Giver of life,
Christ our God, glory to You!”
Tone 8
Troparion
(Saint James)
As the Lord’s disciple you received the Gospel, O righteous James; as
a martyr you have unfailing courage; as God’s brother, you have
boldness; as a hierarch, you have the power to intercede.// Pray to
Christ God that our souls may be saved.

Tone 1

Troparion for St. Raphael of Brooklyn

Your proclamation has gone forth throughout North America, calling the
scattered sheep into the unity of the church. Hearing your voice, they
responded to your teaching, and through your writings you instructed
them in piety. Now guided by your example, O Father Raphael, we sing
hymns of praise unto Christ our God. Glory to Him Who gave you
strength! Glory to Him Who granted you a crown! Glory to Him Who,
through you, grants healing to all.

Tone 2

Kontakion
(for the Resurrection)
Hell became afraid, O almighty Savior, seeing the miracle of Your
Resurrection from the tomb! The dead arose! Creation, with Adam,
beheld this and rejoiced with You,// and the world, my Savior,
praises You forever.

Tone 6

Kontakion

(St. James)
When God the Word, the Only-begotten of the Father, came to live
among us in these last days, He declared you, venerable James, to be
the first shepherd and teacher Jerusalem and a faithful steward of the
spiritual Mysteries.//Therefore, we all honor you, O Apostle.

Candles and Prayers:
For the health of:
Very Rev. Father Leo Copacia, Alexandra,
Emily, Nicola, Luka, Elise, Samuel
(Birac Family)
Kay, Frieda, Janice, Spiro, Jamie & Mike
(Lionas Family)
Archimandrite Roman, Abbot John, Sarah, Zaya, Patricia, Mary,
Selam, Jill, Emily, Nick
(Misikir Family)
Zoe
(Pappas family)
Howard & Beverle Andrus
(Phil & Lauren Holmes)
Irene Nahass
(Thomas & Natalie Henry)
Laura, Gregory, Antony, Michael
(Fr. Paul & Pr. Rosemary)
We pray for Sophia Dragovic, preparing for Baptism.

This year the St. Raphael Bible Study Group will be studying the Book of
Hebrews. Next Bible Study will be offered at 7:00 pm, October 26, and
every other Wednesday through the fall season.
2011 Thanksgiving Ministries:
This year in addition to providing 30 Turkeys to needy families, we will be
also serving a lunch on Thanks giving Day (Nov. 24) for some of our
neighbors in need. We scheduled this ministry earlier in the day, giving
our volunteers opportunity to serve those in need and still have their
traditional family dinner gatherings at home. Our parish members and
supporters may offer a donation to the church to cover needed items for
this event, as well as volunteering a little time if you are able. Please
see info/list in the fellowship hall or contact Dn. Laike or Reader Steve
Lionas if you have any question.
Bake Sale Announcement
There will be a bake sale on Sunday October 30th sponsored by the teens
in Sunday Church School. All proceeds will be earmarked for our “Urban
Missions” projects.
We are also in need of 6 new full size blankets for a family in the
neighborhood. They should be new and in the packaging. Please see
Demmy Lionas if you are willing to donate one or more blankets to keep a
family warm this winter!

Tone 2

Prokeimenon

The Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my
salvation.
v: The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given me over to
death.
EPISTLE: 2 Corinthians 11:31-12:9 (19th Sunday after Pentecost)
BRETHREN: God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, whose name is
blessed forever, knows that I am telling the truth. When I was at
Damascus, the governor of King Aretas guarded the city gates in order to
arrest me. But I was lowered in a basket through a window in the wall
and escaped from his hands.
Well, I have to boast, though there is nothing to be gained from it. So,
I have to tell you of visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in
Christ, who fourteen years ago was carried up into the third heaven.
Whether in the body or in the spirit, I do not know; God knows. I simply
know that this man was carried into Paradise and that he heard ineffable
mysteries, which man is not allowed to utter.
I am ready to boast on behalf of this man, but as for myself I will
boast only of my ordeals. It will not be vanity, if I choose to boast, for I
will only be telling the simple truth. But I refrain from it, because I do
not want anyone to think that I am more than he sees in me, or hears
from me. Indeed, to keep me from being too proud of this wealth of
revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given me to torture me like a
henchman of Satan. Three times I have prayed to the Lord to liberate me
from this ordeal, but He answered me: “My grace is sufficient for you, for
My power is perfected through suffering.” So, more than ever, I am glad
to boast of my ordeals, because I am sure that Christ will give me the
power to endure them.
Tone 2
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
v: May the Lord hear you in the day of trouble! May the name of the God of
Jacob protect you!
v: Save the King, O Lord, and hear us on the day we call!

GOSPEL:

Luke 8:26-39 (5th Sunday of Luke)

At that time, Jesus arrived at the country of the
Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee. And as He stepped
out on land, there met Him a man from the city who had
demons; for a long time he had worn no clothes, and he
lived not in a house but among the tombs. When he saw
Jesus, he cried out and fell down before Him, and said
with a loud voice, “What have You to do with me, Jesus,
Son of the Most High God? I beseech You, do not
torment me.” For Jesus had commanded the unclean
spirit to come out of the man. (For many a time it had
seized him; he was kept under guard, and bound with
chains and fetters, but he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon
into the wilderness.) Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he
said, “Legion”, for many demons had entered him. And they begged Him
not to command them to depart into the abyss.
Now a large herd of swine was feeding there on the hillside; and they
begged Him to let them enter these. So He gave them leave. Then the
demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed
down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.
When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled, and told it in the
city and in the country. Then people went out to see what had happened,
and they came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had
gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind; and they
were afraid. And those who had seen it told them how he who had been
possessed with demons was healed. Then all the people of the
surrounding country of the Gadarenes asked Jesus to depart from them;
for they were seized with great fear; so He got into the boat and returned.
The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with
Jesus; but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare
all that God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming
throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him.

The Life of Saint Demetrius
Saint Demetrius was born in
Thesaloniki, Greece in 270 AD. He
came from a wealthy family and
because he was athletic in
appearance and heroic in spirit, he
became a high-ranking officer in
the Roman Army at a very young
age. (This is why he is depicted in
Byzantine icons in military dress,
either standing or riding a horse.)
He considered himself a soldier of
Christ first, and a military soldier
second. He spent most of his time
as a devout missionary, preaching
the Gospel at secret meetings and
converting pagans to the Christian faith.
At one of these meetings, he was captured and placed in front of
the Emperor Maximian, who wanted to learn the truth about
the conversions. Saint Demetrius proclaimed his faith by saying:
"...only in Christ do I believe." With that proclamation,
Maximian ordered that Saint Demetrius be sent to prison and
subjected to the cruelest tortures.
Even though Saint Demetrius was imprisoned, he did not stop
preaching the gospel to those who came to see him. In jail, he
was visited by his follower, Nestoras.
Nestoras was a man of small stature and
had come to ask for his beloved teacher's
blessing to fight in the upcoming
gladiator games. The emperor had
decided to use the games as a duel
between Christianity and paganism by
challenging any Christian to a fight
against the athletic giant, Leo. With the
blessing of Saint Demetrius, Nestoras
fought and killed Leo.

Enraged at the loss of his favorite gladiator, the emperor
commanded that Nestoras be beheaded on the spot. Recognizing
that Saint Demetrius was the inspiring power behind Nestoras,
the emperor ordered that Saint Demetrius be executed by spear
on October 26, 306 AD. Christians buried the body of Saint
Demetrius at the place of his execution and because of the
beautiful scent that
emanated from his
tomb, he was named
Mirovlitis or "The
Myrrh Gusher".
The most ancient
icons of Saint
Demetrius may be
found in his temple in
Thessaloniki where
he is the patron saint.
This is not just
because he was born and died there, but because the people
believe it was his intervention that saved the city during many
attacks by Slavic nations, the Bulgarians, Arabs, Saracens and
others. Even the liberation of Thessaloniki during the Balkan
wars of 1912 coincide with the feast day of Saint Demetrius on
October 26th.
In ancient times, the life of Saint Demetrius was commemorated
with celebrations that lasted for months. These celebrations
were accompanied by many events such as the famous market
named "Demetria". Traders and
business people from Europe,
Egypt, Arabia and Libya came
to deal and trade. The festivities
were also attended by
philosophers, learned men of the
time and artists. To this day,
Thessaloniki hosts Greece's
largest international trade
exhibition each year.

